
August i L i 2010 

Thomaaeiua Duncan, Esquire MUK# ^ 3 ^ . ^ o M 
General Counsel • 3 S m 
Federal Election Commission — S „ g 
999 E Street, NW gm g o » » 
Washington, DC 20463 G ^ ^ Iĉ c;; 

Re Michael McMahon and Mike McMahon for Congress P 5 ^ oc?S 

DearMs Duncan £1 z 

Q Pursuant to 2 USC §437g(aXl) and 11 CFR § 111 4, please accept this letter as a 
(N Complamt against Michael McMahon ("McMahon") and Mike McMahon for Congress 
Oi ("Ihe Coinmittee'O for operating mviolBtKm ofthe Federal Election Campaign^ 
^ 1971, as amended (the "Actl, and Federal Election Coniinisaion ("TEC* or 
q< "CoinmiMion'O reffldationa, aiid more specifically, for violation <rf the prohibitian on 
Q usmg information gathered from FEC reports for die purpose of solicitmg funds, as set 
<H forth mil CFR f 104 IS 

I Facta 

Md̂ e McMahon for Congress is the authorized pnncipal campaign comnuttee for 
Michael McMahon, a U S Representative running fbr re-election m New Yoik's 13* 
Congressional District The Conumttee filed an FEC Form 1 Statement of Oiganization 
on JwMiaiy 31,2010 far the 2010 general election, and filed amended veraions of that 
FEC Fomi 1 Statement of Oiganization on Januaiy 31,2010 and Apnl 17,2010 
McMahon filed his FEC Form 2 Statemem of Candidacy widi the Commisston on 
Januaiy 31,2010 

Qn August 3,2010̂  an aitidê  entitled Tued aide m 'Jewish money* Bap speaks", was 
posted on Pohtico com m a column called Maggie Habennan on New York f'die 
Aiticte") AsoftfaedatBoftfaisComplauit,1faBAitiGteuawaiUbleat 
htip //www pohtico cQĵ fl̂ lffgy/̂ iffgif Hmmn See Attachment J In the Article, former 
aidetoRqi MkeMcMUioii, JiBmuflnrNd8on(̂ d8on'0»refaGnoê  
madeoontntmboosloMidiaelGninmCXininm") Onmm is a candidate far the US 
House of RepresealBbveSi also running to represent New Yoik's 13* Congreanonal 
District 

In the Article, Nelson is quoted as saying that the ''puipoae [of putting the lists together] 
was an analysis of potentiaUy poachable donors frmn McMahon' a rivals after Ihe second 
quarter fundraising filings came out" It is impoitant to note that Nelson specifies m the 
Article tiiat McMahon amd the Committee made the lists m question using names of 
mdividuals disclosed on the second quarter filmgs Grunm submitted to die FEC Nelson 
continues to stale that the pupoee of the hst was *^ identity specific voten 1^ 
congressman could reach out to via email or phone call or letter to discuss issues of 
iinpoffanoe to Ibem and having [aic] them cofrtri6iflis 
Attachmem 1 (emphaais added) 

1 



U Relevant Law 

The Act prohibits use ofthe names and contact infonnation of individual contnbutors, 
copied fiom FEC reports, fbr the purpose of soliciting funds, including political 
contnbutions See 11 CFR §10415 In FEC Advisory Opimon 2003-24, the Commission 
noted that Congress so limited the way the infonnation could be used m order to protect 
the pnvacy of those who choose to malce a contnbution to a campaign or political party 

III Leyal Analvsis 

a> In the Article, Jennifer Nelson cleariy stales that Michael McMahon and die Committee 
^ complied hsts of donors disclosed on Gnmm's FEC reports filed second quarter of 2010 
^ m onder to identify donors "that the congressman could reach out to via email or phone 

call or letter to discuss issues of importance to them and having [sic] them contrUnae 
rsi money lo hu campaign ** See Attachment I (emphasis added) This is exactly the type of 
^ activity that is aqfixiHy prohibited by the Act and FEC regulations Michael McMahon 
^ and the Committee explicitiy and admittedly violated federal law and the pnvacy rights 
^ of individuals pulling the names of donors to Michael Gmnm from Grimm's second 
^ quarter FEC reports and sohciting those mdividuals fbr contnbutions 

rv Conclusion 

Upon information and behê  and based upon the fiicts relayed herein, Michael McMahon 
axui Mike McMahon fbr Congress have viokded the Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971, as amended, and Fedoal Election Commission Regulations Accordingly, we 
reapectfiJly request that the Commission conduct an immediate mvestigation mto the 
violations outlined above and impose the maxunum penalty under law 

The foregoing is conect and accurate to the best of my knowledge, infonnation and 
belief 

'Pfwuin l̂ autiy 

Staten Island, NY 10312 

Swom to and subaonbed before me this y*day ofn^ û#?2010 

Mtaiy Public NalRqrMk;SHi«INM»VM 
PiOIB6l07928 

nH^Z^ My Commission Expires 
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Fired aide m 'Jewish mone>' flap speaks - Maggie Habennan - POLITICO com PageiofS 

POLITICO 
TL J. 1 , , »V, , -> . i 

INI A ( T C , I E 

On New York 
August 03.2011 

Fired aide in 'Jewisli money' 
flap speaks 

The BpolQiBwomon for Rep Miiv McMahon wtio 
waa fired laat waek fbr giving a repoftar a 
lireakdown of a nval'a' JesMBh money" told 
POUnOO the document was one of saveral put 
together aitamaHy 88 part of an efltart to Ktentriy 
pdantial aupportare the congreaaman could 
reach out lo and woo hie way 

The aide, Jennrfiar Neiean, eaid ahe was not 
inatnidBd by campaign olliaato to height for a 
Now Ynk Obeeiver reporter Repubhcan Michael 
Gnmm̂ a JewBh donoiâ  and that the goal waa fo 
dmaa hs ouHiMielnct money, a topic aha 
said McMahon had been heavdy fbcueed on 

She eaai that bat waa one or many on her deak, 
and waairt cleared to give d, aHhough aha abo 
waanttoldnotto ButaheeaKlaheuaeditto 
iluelrate outoMown donalione, not how many 
Jewiah donors Gnmm had 

The Obaanrar quoted har aaymg. "Where • 
Gnmnfe money coming flrom," and, There « a lot 
of Jowiah money, a lot of money flrom people in 
Fionda and Manhattan, reOwoa" 

She loM the weekly that McMahon̂  finance 
diactorn JOwMhand had compiled lha bet 

Nelson eaal the belB ware put together altor a 
diBouaBion mvohnng the congrenman'a chief of 

Pnnt ffawewd ftr MIFomnatPynaBTWCS 1 
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POLITICX5 
etaff sfi hiB Waahington oBtoe. Chne McCennefi. and done afier a conffarence call with him, the 
campaign finance taam and others 

But she easJ the purpoee wee an ansdyas of potentially poachable donore ftom McMahon'e nvBle 
aflar the aecond quarter ftjndraieing filinge came out end had nothing to do with eegregalmg out 
people by ethnicity or rece 

It remame unclear why it didn't occur to anyone mtemally that the label "Jewiah money" might be 
eenaitive-the phrase BconeideredoniBnaive by many Jewa However, it eeeme dear the document 
waani ntended for public coneumplion 

/kaked to comment Jonathan Yedm. McMahon'a 
campaign maneger, did not addreae what Nelson 
eaid about the esoetonoe of the Int 

"Me Netaorfeacbona and etalemento were 
unauthofieedainappropnato and not refiedive of 
the congreaeman or h» eteff." he eaid in a 
olatement Ĉongressman McMehon apotogged 
tor her behevior and took decwve action to 
tanninate her employment with the campaign 
However, Ihn election wilabout Jen Nelson, iTa 
about how beet to creetejobe. grow our̂  
aoonomy, and raprooent the people of Stolen 
lelend and BroOMyn Mike MOMehonhee been 
staunchly independent woriong with Democrats 
and Repubbcans alike to dehvar reel reauNa 
Thafe why he wiB be rootoctodm November* 

She aaid ahe didn't oompile tha bet "or label It' 
and ueed it only to Muetiato the number of out-
oMown donoreon thatliet She aaid ehe couUnl 
recall whether ehe had told the campaign ahe 
gavedoutbecBuaeitwaanlthetocuBcfher 
meehng with the reporter 

"It waa certamly not in any way anb-Semilic or to 
tfy lo etowotype eiy particular group," eeid 
Netaon "itwMtoNleiibiy epecificvotare that the 
oongreeemen could reach out to vn email or 
phone can or leller to dncuee neuee of i 
mportance to them and having them contnbuto 
money to hncempaign K wee never ever done 
anih any maboe or derogatory oommante on 
anybodŷ  part including the oongiaaaman It 
wee never done agamet any ethnic group, 

Pnnt Fawared Bv WIFormatPynanrwcs 1 
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pouricx) 
About MoCannell, ahe eaid the anpelua tor crealnng the bete 
ha wae on tha phone can Tha decwon to create that bsl came 
finanoe(team) He was aware of it" 

"firom the offloal offioe I know 
aa a laeull of a dncuaeion With the 

Sha aaid ehe oouMnI aay whettier McMehon had aeen the liet 
What la certain n that many other people m the campaign had, aNhough. again, ehe ineieted there 
waa no netanoue purpoee, and that white It 
rraght have been poorly labeled, the goal waa a 
iMt of peopto McMehon couU try to poach and 
peraonaliy reach out to 

Naleon eeid that Gnmm'a donatnne was the only 
one ahe had eeen with that type of heading, that 
there were many made altar analyzing both his 
and Republican Michael Allegretb'e filings 

"Ife oommonplaoe in campaignB to identify 
peopto m groupe either by preliB88K» or other 
croeebsbei ehe aaid "There are certamly votan, 
peopto who have contnbuted to the congressman 
inlhepaet whonowwereoontobubngto 
edher Mr Gnrnm or Mr Allegretb" 

Sha eaid the goBi wee for McMehon to reach out 
and aek"did they have eny leeuee wtfi him, A 
there a reaaon why (they fiipped) youelwaye 
look for aurrogalee withm epecrflc oommuniboo 
The oongreeemen happene to have one ofthe 

in 

Neleon eaal aha didnt know of other breekdowne 
m "eNadly tha eama fomf with that type of 
heading, but ead, "I know that we have 
identified votore across ethnic groupe, acroas 

She added, "I want to make It very ctoer that I 
dent think tha oongreeemen haa done eiiythvig 
wrong in idenMyirig votare to reach out to and 
knowing him aa an individual, there • never eny 

Pnnt Powered Bv [finij FormatPynanrHCS ) 
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biaa mtont on hie pert of anyone on thet cempeign's part' 

But ehe added that ahe wae troubled by the statament the cernpaign put out about her VVhen the 
elory hit aayng, "Peopte who doni now me are making aeaumpborm that I'm anb-SemAc" 

"N confounde me thet they dainl juet exptain why the hat exHled." ehe aaid. adding that "under no 
qrcumetancesrehouM any etafllsr be fired, ernid ongoing celle for other peopto'e heede to roll biy 
Reputibcen entice of the oongrooamon 

"ldontthinklwa8aviclim."eheeBid "Iwaethe 
one who choee to ueethat bet to iHuslrato a 
poeit (about out-of̂ tate addr 

'I do think that tha atatement that waa put out 
by the campaign was intenlionany vague and It 
left peopto with the impreaoion that I in aome 
way was laaponeibte tor eegregahng peopte 
within tha dnlnct which could not be nrllior 
from the truth I would juet never do that" 

She added. "It waa pure and avnpte ebout rewng 
money end I wA ten anyone who aaka me that I 
doni thoik the oongreeemen did enythmg wrong 
oespin me laci mai ne reieaaao a amemem 
thatmademetookhkeiwaaanlKSamibc To 
thAdaylhaventepekentohm I waa not fired 
by the congreeaman, I wae fired by the offlcnl 
chief of eteflfm Washington He naked ma how 
(the reporter) got the I At I tohJ hnn I gave It to 
mmano neneo me 

She eaid,1can1 lake badt the naetaha I madam 
notuamg the right hst to make my posit Kwaa 
more about the addreaaee on the bet than the 
heeding on the bat ThataeKl, toAouee 
alBtameiitthat A eo open ended thai haa 
reauHad m rrw getting plione celtoet home 
calbng ma a pqi and racBt and my tavonto waa 
why dont you go back to 1928 with your ax-
boylhand Hitter, A juat oonfoundmg to me And 
IVa gotten mariy phone calte of support from 
pnoplo who know me" 

FormatPynAmics' j 
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